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Music for Schools   presents…

Welcome to                              !

This is a one-act musical, suitable for ages 7 to 13 (Key Stages 2 & 3). The show runs for
approximately 45 minutes.                          tells the traditional Easter story, but from an imagina-
tive, contemporary viewpoint. John Good presents a modern-day television news programme
from a busy news studio, receiving regular reports from correspondents based in Jerusalem. The
correspondents, as if reporting through time, describe the fateful events surrounding Jesus of
Nazareth during the Passover Festival week. The songs describe the thoughts and emotions of
the characters caught up in the story.

Characters: Any number of pupils can perform                            because of the large amount of
whole-group singing. There are also good opportunities for solo singing in the character songs for
Judas, Peter, Pilate, Barabbas and Mary Magdalene. Note that these characters come to life only
through the songs, whereas the speaking parts relate to the television broadcasts. Significantly,
Jesus is not portrayed individually, but is instead represented within the whole choir. Characters
are as follows (in order of appearance) :

   John Good          (news presenter)   ________________________________
   Newsroom staff   (small background group)  ________________________________
   ______________________________________________________________
   ______________________________________________________________
   Simon   (Jerusalem correspondent)  ________________________________
   Narrator 1       ________________________________
   Catherine  (religious affairs correspondent) ________________________________
   Narrator 2        ________________________________
   James       (cultural affairs correspondent) ________________________________
   Narrator 3        ________________________________
   Narrator 4        ________________________________
   Narrator 5        ________________________________
   Narrator 6       ________________________________
   Judas  (solo singer)    ________________________________
   Peter         (solo singer)    ________________________________

Sarah         (foreign affairs correspondent) ________________________________
Official Speaker      ________________________________
Pilate         (solo singer) ________________________________

   Brian          (legal affairs correspondent)  ________________________________
   Barabbas     (solo singer)    ________________________________
   Narrator 7       ________________________________
   Narrator 8       ________________________________
   Mary Magdalene     (solo singer)   ________________________________

Gardener     (brief walk-on part) ________________________________
David         (crime correspondent)  ________________________________
Narrator 9 ________________________________
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Hello, I’m John Good and this is - welcome to the programme. The
headlines this Sunday evening…

(like a  chime)
Bong !

Could he be the new Messiah? Thousands turn out in Jerusalem to greet a visitor.

Bong !

Astronomers put our 900th star on the map.

Bong !

…and getting to grips with our new Roman Calendar.

We start with our story from Jerusalem. Lets go over now to Simon, our
correspondent in Jerusalem.

�� �
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I was dozing by the roadside with my master
when along came a traveller who offered a coin.
Then he led me by my rope wanted me to run faster,
and he said “ ”.

I said “

Then he led me to a man who climbed upon me,
whispered something in my ear and stroked my back.
He rode me nice and slowly all the way
until we came to crowds of people.

I said “

As we came into the town the crowds got bigger,
they were waving lots of leaves in front of me.
They were laughing, they were dancing. They were shouting,
“

I said “

I said “
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Jesus shared a meal with his disciples that evening, prepared and eaten in secret.
While they were eating, Jesus told his disciples that one of them would betray him. This
upset the disciples.

Jesus took a piece of bread, gave a prayer of thanks, broke it and offered it around the
table saying, “ ”. Then he took a cup of wine, gave another prayer
of thanks, and offered it around the table saying, “

”. They sang together and then went out to the Mount of Olives.

Here, Jesus said to his disciples, “ ”.  “ ” said
Peter, but Jesus turned to him and said…  “ will

The disciples were worried, but followed
Jesus to a place called Gethsemane.

At Gethsemane, Jesus told the disciples to wait and watch out for him, whilst he went
off to pray in the garden. The disciples huddled together, but couldn’t stay awake.
Jesus prayed, pleading with God to find a way, other than his own death, to deal with
people’s wrongdoing in the world. But, at this point, he realised that his own death was
God’s wish.

Jesus returned to find the disciples sleeping. But then an angry crowd appeared
before him. Judas Iscariot stepped forward to greet Jesus with a kiss. On this signal
the guards quickly arrested Jesus and took him away to be questioned. Just as Jesus
had predicted, all of the disciples ran away. And, just as Jesus had predicted, Peter
denied knowing him when questioned by the soldiers.        

�� �
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 With a kiss I betrayed him.
    With my kiss soldiers captured him.
    Thirty pieces of silver were tempting.

  Judas why? Oh Judas why?

 I denied Jesus’ name
    when the soldiers came,
    and pretended not to be his follower.

  Peter why? Oh Peter why?

    Judas and Peter
    showed they were weaker,
    betrayed and denied as they stood by his side.
    Oh Jesus forgive these men.

 How can I carry on?
    For my actions were wrong.
    Shining silver has blinded my judgement.

  Judas why? Oh Judas why?

 I was so, so afraid
    when the soldiers asked me my name.
    Then as Jesus predicted the cockerel crowed.

  Peter why? Oh Peter why?

 Judas and Peter
showed they were weaker,

    betrayed and denied as they stood by his side.
    Oh Jesus forgive these men.

 Judas and Peter
showed they were weaker,

    betrayed and denied as they stood by his side.
    Oh Jesus forgive these men.
    Oh Jesus forgive these men.
    Oh Jesus forgive these men.
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Hello. I’m John Good and here are the headlines this Friday morning...

Bong !

Our exclusive interview with Roman Emperor Verius Sabaco...

Bong !

…and Jesus of Nazareth - framed by one of his own men, and arrested.

It’s been a night of unusual events in Jerusalem following yesterday’s Passover
festival. Our foreign affairs correspondent, Sarah, joins us now. Sarah, what can you
tell us ?

Yes, good morning John. Apparently, Jesus of Nazareth was arrested in the early
hours of this morning to be questioned by the various Jewish and Roman authorities
in the city. Details of the arrest are sketchy, but it seems that one of Jesus' own
followers identified him to the soldiers.

Sarah, presumably there was strong resistance from Jesus’ disciples.

Er… no John, I’m told that it was a very quick arrest because all the disciples fled the
scene. It seems that on this occasion Jesus was left to defend himself.

And Sarah, what can you tell us about the allegations Jesus faces this morning?
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  I want to wash my hands of Jesus,
    I want to pass the buck and send him away,
    but he keeps bouncing back to ruin my day.
    He’s not worth killing anyway !

  Go to Caiaphas,   
    he can decide just what to do.
    If you think you’re the son of God
    heaven help you.  Hah !

  I want to wash my hands of Jesus,
    I want to pass the buck and send him away,
    but he keeps bouncing back to ruin my day.
    He’s not worth killing anyway !

  Go to Herod.   
    He’d like to meet a man from Galilee.
    Dazzle him with your miracles.
    He’ll let you free.  Hah !

  I want to wash my hands of Jesus,
    I want to pass the buck and send him away,
    but he keeps bouncing back to ruin my day.
    He’s not worth killing anyway !

    Listen people of Jerusalem,
    just tell me what you want to do to him.

Crucify him ! Crucify him !

 If you want to see him crucified
    don’t blame me if that’s what you decide.

    Crucify him ! Crucify him !
    Crucify him ! Crucify him !

 Now I have washed my hands of Jesus,
    Now I have passed the buck, you’ve sent him to death.
    He won’t keep bouncing back, he’s had his last breath.
    Now I can go and have a rest !

 Yeah !
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