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Music for Schools presents...

Us..
le Who HELY
Peop The Musical !

artwork by Jill Elstob by Brendon Renwick

Favourite curriculum topic as a musical !

People Who Help Us.. The Musical | is a 35+ minute musical play for ages 5 to 9, making
it ideal for performance by infant, primary and first schools. It’s a fun, fast moving and
easy-to-learn show which also makes clever use of one of your own teachers - a brief
opening appearance and some dialogue at the end. In a dramatic storyline, children turn
to others for help to catch a mysterious ‘script snatcher’ who has prevented them from
staging their newly written school play ! The show explores and celebrates the roles of
teachers, the dentist, the police, lollipop people, the Council, ambulance and fire
crews. It enables teachers to involve large groups of primary school pupils in an
easy-to-learn musical performance (see list of main speaking parts over the page). This
e-booklet provides full script, lyrics and staging notes with suggestions for simple stage
movements to help direct your performers.

Simple script with catchy songs.

People Who Help Us.. The Musical | features 8 original songs, plus 3 reprises and 1 piece
of atmospheric instrumental music for the ‘script snatcher’. The show is very much
centred around the songs, but there is some scripted dialogue for your more confident
speakers.

What’s on the CDs ?

The first CD presents all the musical material with fully sung performances to facilitate
children’s learning of each song. The second CD presents only the musical backing with
no singing support. For those teachers who also like to refer to musical notation when
teaching/learning songs, a separate booklet of sheet music is separately available
(please see our website for details), which is presented in a single-stave format.

Costumes, Staging and Scenery

Simple stage directions are given throughout the script. It is a good idea to have all your
performers close to the performance area, seated on benches either side so they are
ready to move into place when required. Also, your audience will enjoy observing them
when not on stage.
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Costumes, at their simplest, could be limited to hats / headwear and coloured T-shirts
for each character group, although more elaborate children’s costumes should be very
easy to source for police, fire and ambulance crew. A dentist is optional, depending on
whether you wish to feature one on stage during the Teeth Song . Any ‘school children’
as performers could wear their regular school uniform, unless you prefer a more
contemporary plain T-shirts look. For the opening scene, to simulate the children’s
classroom, some tables and chairs would do which are later removed to make space for
the outdoor scenes. For the fire engine (Fire Engine song), two simple rows of chairs
could be used to simulate the cabin, maybe elaborated by holding a pretend windscreen
frame in front. Two lollipop signs on sticks would also be very useful props (real or
homemade) for the lollipop people. If not appearing on stage, all other children can
contribute to the singing of all songs throughout the show, whilst remaining seated on
the floor, or on benches positioned diagonally out from each side of the performance
area.

If your school has the advantage of technology and a large suspended projection screen,
this could be used imaginatively to show various scenes throughout the show (e.g.
emergency service vehicles, zebra crossing, play park and even your own school
classroom and school exterior). Ensure that the person operating the CD player brings
each track in promptly, using the pause button between tracks to avoid unnecessary
silences.

Speaking Parts

e Narrators
(up to 21, but fewer could share out the parts between them in turn)

e Group of ‘School Children’
(can be a large group for the opening classroom scene, but featuring 6

who regularly speak and appear throughout the show)

e Mystery ‘Script Snatcher’
(this should be your own willing real-life teacher !)

» Police (up to 4)

« Lollipop Man and Lollipop Lady

e Ambulance Crew / Paramedics (2 or 3)
« Fire Fighters (2 to 4)

e Children’s ‘Parents’ (3 to 5)

(from end of ‘Happy To Help’ and beginning of ‘Fire Engine’ songs
these parents simply accompany the children ‘walking home’.)
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All ‘School Children’ (shouting out to their class teacher)
Miss (or) Mrs (or) Mr ! (their teacher’s name as applicable)
Miss (or) Mrs (or) Mr !

Child 1 We’ve finished !

Child 2 Come and read this.

Child 3 It’s our new school play

Child 4 You’ll love it !

Child 5 We want to start rehearsing it - right now.
Child 6 Please can we start right now ?

Narrator 2

But their teacher was nowhere to be seen.

Child 1 | know where (s)he’ll be... in the staffroom,
tucking in to all those staff biscuits, cakes and sweets
again.

Child 2 But we’ve told her/him time and time again

that if (s)he eats too many sweet things (s)he’ll need
lots of visits to the dentist !

(all school children laugh)

Child 3 But | like going to the dentist.

Child 4 So do |. The dentist is there to help us.
Child 5 Hey, let’s sing that song again.

Child 6 What song ?

Child 5 The song about looking after your teeth !

All ‘School Children’ (shouting out)

Yeah !
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SONG: Happy To Help (Police)

(The police position themselves in to two smart groups
at the front of the stage, facing the audience to sing.)

(Chorus) (Group 1:) We're happy to help, (Group 2:) happy to help,
(Group 1:) keep all in order, (Group 2:) keep all in order.
(Group 1:) Tackling trouble, cracking all crime,
helping the public most of the time,
(Group 2:) most of the time.

(Verse 1 - ALL sing)
(taking 7 steps around in a tight circle, arriving back to same spots)

Plod, plod, plod, plod, plod, plod, plod.

We keep streets safe and traffic all flowing,

through day and night, when sunny or snowing.

(solo: spoken) "Emergency call ! We'd better get going !"

® REPEAT CHORUS

(Verse 2 - ALL sing)
(taking 7 steps around in a circle again)

Plod, plod, plod, plod, plod, plod, plod.

We walk around in high vis vests.

We catch the baddies, thieves and pests.

(solo: spoken) "You’re coming with me. You’re under arrest !"

¢ REPEAT CHORUS

(Verse 3 - ALL sing)
(taking 7 steps around in a circle again)

Plod, plod, plod, plod, plod, plod, plod.

If ever there’s trouble we’ll sort it our proper.

We’ll lock up the crooks and nasty robbers.

(solo: spoken) "“Give us a call and we’ll send out a copper.”

* REPEAT CHORUS
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Narrator 4
The police spoke to all the children to try and get a good
description of the thief.

(The police officers hold their arms behind backs, bobbing at the knees, whilst
listening attentively to the children who crowd around them pretending to speak
excitedly.)

Police Officer 1 | see... that is most interesting.

Police Officer 2 Very distressing.

Police Officer 3 Most peculiar.

Police Officer 4 Very worrying.

Police Officer 1 But don’t worry. We will help you !

Police Officer 2 Leave it to us. We will catch that
script snatching...

Police Officer 3 song grabbing...

Police Officer 4 show stopping...

ALL Police ...THIEF !

(During the following song the ‘school children’ walk or dance around
the police officers, shaking their hands and circling them, whilst the
police officers write in their notebooks, talk on their radios and gen-
erally looked pleased to be appreciated, standing or bobbing in the
middle.)
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Narrator 7
The lollipop man and lollipop lady guided the children and
their parents across the busy road.

(They all cross from one side to the other using the zebra crossing, led
by the lollipop man / lady.)

Narrator 8
Then the children told the lollipop man and lady what had
happened to them at school.

(The lollipop man and lady listen attentively as the children crowd
around them, pretending to talk busily.)

Lollipop Man
Well we will look out for the thief, and for your precious
script. Goodbye for now children.

Lollipop Lady Oh, now before you go, my little poppets,
would you all like a lollipop ?

Narrator 9

The children thought for a while and looked at each other.
They couldn’t stop thinking about their song about going
to the dentist !

Child 3 Er... No thanks, not today.

Child 4 But thanks anyway !

Child 5 Bye for now - we’ve got to get going.

Child 6 ...and thanks for helping us to cross the road.

All ‘School Children’ & ‘Parents’
(shouting)  Thank you !
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(Stage helpers quickly remove the zebra crossing and the lollipop man
/ lady leave the stage.)

Narrator 10
As they walked closer to home the children passed a
brand new play park.

Child 1 Wow ! | haven’t seen this play park before.

Child 2 No - it’s a new one.

Child 3 My mum said that the Council have just
finished building it.

Child 4 It’s brilliant !

Child 5 Now we’ll have something to do when we
come out of school each day.

Narrator 11

At school they had learned about their local Council and
how the Council worked hard to help all people who lived
in the area - by providing houses, emptying bins, keeping
things tidy, lighting the streets and building play parks.

Child 6 Come on, let’s have some fun in the play park.

All ‘School Children’
(shouting)  Yeah - come on !

(The children run towards the centre of the performance area and play
on imaginary rides in the play park. They happily spin, whizz around,
swing about, laugh and shout. The children’s accompanying parents sit
on a bench nearby.)
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SONG: Play Park (council)

(ALL sing)

Going to the play park,
going to the play park,
going to the play park on a sunny day.

| can whoosh on the swings.
(spoken) “Whoosh, whoosh !”
Weee down the slide.
(spoken) “Weee, weee !”
Boing on the see-saw.
(spoken) “Boing, boing !”’
Whizz on the roundabout.
(spoken) “Whizz, whizz !”
Swing on the frame.

(spoken) “Swing, swing !”
Zoom down the pole.
(spoken) “Zoom, zoom !”
Boom through the tunnel.
(spoken) “Boom, boom !”’
And sleep when | get back home.
(spoken) “Zzz, zzz !”’

* REPEAT ALL
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Narrator 13
The paramedics knew that the child would need to have
his/her arm looked at at the hospital, because it might
be broken.

Paramedic 1  Don’t worry, we’re here to help you.
Hmm, looks like you’ll need to come with us to the
hospital.

Paramedic 2 We’ll help your arm to get better. It
might even need to be put in plaster !

Injured Child Wow ! Can | have a green one ?

Paramedic 1 Of course you can. Come on - let’s go !

Narrator 14
The paramedics took the child and a grown up off in
the back of the ambulance.

(During the following reprise of ‘Thank You For Helping Us’ the
remaining ‘school children’ walk or dancing around the ambulance
crew as they lead the injured child off the stage. The ambulance crew
wave goodbye to the children and parents.)
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(As the song comes to end the ambulance crew have disappeared. No
sooner have they gone... two short rows of chairs are set centre stage
to simulate the cabin of a fire engine. The fire crew run on to stage to
take their seats, looking out towards the audience. One of them is
‘behind the wheel’, another is leaning an arm against the open side
window, and others (in the centre and row behind) busily put on their
helmets.)

Narrator 15

No sooner had the ambulance driven off, a fire engine
drove past with lights flashing and sirens blaring. It
stopped at the play park and the fire fighters spoke to
the children.

Fire Fighter 1
We've been called out to go your school. The fire alarm
has gone off !

Fire Fighter 2
Can you help us ? Can you show us where your school is ?

Child 3
Of course we can.

Child 4
It's nice to be able to help someone else for a change.

Fire Fighter 3
Quick, jump in and off we go.

(The school children with the main speaking parts (up to 6) now stand
behind the back row of fire fighters having ‘climbed aboard’. At this
point, as the song begins, all other non-speaking children and their
‘parents’ leave the performance area. Those aboard the fire engine
can wobble about as if riding along at speed.)
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NEE = NAW
coming o the rescue !
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Miss / Mrs / Mr...

And a packet of garibaldis...
All School Children

...a packet of garibaldis ?

Miss / Mrs / Mr...

Flew through the air...
All School Children
...flew through the air !

Miss / Mrs / Mr...
And smashed the glass cover on the fire alarm.

All School Children
That's unbelivable ! That's remarkable !

(The fire crew who left the stage now return, holding up the chil-
dren’s script.)

Narrator 20
Then the fire fighters came out of the building holding
up something high in the air that the children recognised.

All School Children
Our script, it's safe ! It’s safe !

(All on stage look happy and the school children move to the front,
centre ready for the following song.)
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SONG: Thank You For Helping Us (RE-
PRISE)

(Chorus - ALL sing except paramedics)
Thank you for helping us.
Thank you for helping us.

Good to know there's somebody to help us out.
Just a phone call away,

we can call you any day because it's
so good to know there's help about.

(Verse)
You keep us safe,
you keep us well.

Day or night we can give you a shout,
(shouted) “HEY !”

In times of need it's good indeed
to know “people who help us” are about.

¢ REPEAT CHORUS
e REPEAT VERSE

® REPEAT CHORUS
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